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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see pages 6-7, filed 2/28/06, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1 and 14 under 102(e) have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of newly found prior art in 
regard to the amendments. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-3, 7 and 14-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ross et al (US 2004/0044454) and Kominami et al (US 6,785,595). 
Ross et al is discussed in the previous office action and discloses a method and system 
for implementing vehicle personalization. Kominami et al discloses an electronic control 
system for vehicle accessory devices. 

• In regard to claim 1 , Ross et al discloses a programmable vehicle accessory 
service for a vehicle having a receiver module and a local controller each 
coupled to a data bus, the programmable vehicle accessory service comprising: 
o An application that receives configuration data from a user (Page 2, 
paragraph 24) 
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o A controller remotely located from the vehicle that receives the 

configuration data from the application and generates vehicle accessory 
parameters based on the configuration data and transmits the vehicle 
accessory parameters to the receiver module (Page 2, paragraph 26) 
o The receiver module operative to receive the vehicle accessory 

parameters from the controller and adjusts vehicle accessories according 
to the vehicle accessory parameters. (Page 2, paragraph 20) 
Ross et al fails to specifically disclose converting the received parameter data to 
a format suitable for the data bus and to send the converted parameter data via 
the data bus to the local controller for adjusting the vehicle accessories. 
Kominami et al, however, discloses converting the received parameter data to a 
format suitable for the data bus and sending the converted parameter data via 
the data bus to the local controller for adjusting the vehicle accessories. (Column 
4, lines 50-55; Column 3, line 63 - Column 4, line 4) It would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to convert the 
received data into a suitable format in order to be able to then control the vehicle 
accessories which is taught by Kominami et al. If the data is in the wrong format 
it would be useless because it would not be possible to then control the vehicle 
accessories. 

• In regard to claim 2, Ross et al discloses the application is located on at least 
one of an internet site, a laptop, a mobile phone and a personal data assistant. 
Ross et al discusses the application being available on an internet site (Page 2, 
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paragraph 24.) it is inherent then that the application can be reached by a 
laptop, mobile phone and PDA if each has access to the internet. 

• In regard to claim 3, Ross et al discloses the configuration data defines 
preferences of the user (Page 2, paragraph 24) 

• In regard to claim 7, Ross et al discloses a user device that wirelessly receives 
the vehicle accessory parameters from the control and uploads the vehicle 
accessory parameters to the receiver module. (Pages 1-2, paragraph 18; Page 
2, paragraph 26) 

• In regard to claim 14, a method for customizing vehicle accessory features in a 
vehicle having a receiver module and a local controller each coupled a data bus, 
the method comprising: 

o Receiving configuration data from a user at an application (Page 2, 
paragraph 24) 

o Transmitting the configuration data to a controller that is remotely located 

from the vehicle. (Page 2, paragraph 26) 
o Generating vehicle accessory parameters according to the configuration 

data at the controller (Page 2, paragraph 26) 
o Transmitting the vehicle accessory parameters to the receiver module 

(Page 2, paragraph 20) 
o Adjusting the vehicle accessories according to the vehicle accessory 

parameters received by the local controller. (Page 2, paragraph 20) 
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Ross et al fails to specifically disclose converting the received parameter data to 
a format suitable for the data bus and to send the converted parameter data via 
the data bus to the local controller for adjusting the vehicle accessories. 
Kominami et al, however, discloses converting the received parameter data to a 
format suitable for the data bus and sending the converted parameter data via 
the data bus to the local controller for adjusting the vehicle accessories. (Column 
4, lines 50-55; Column 3, line 63 - Column 4, line 4) It would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to convert the 
received data into a suitable format in order to be able to then control the vehicle 
accessories which is taught by Kominami et al. If the data is in the wrong format 
it would be useless because it would not be possible to then control the vehicle 
accessories. 

• In regard to claim 15, Ross et al discloses transmitting the vehicle accessory 
parameters to a user device and uploading the vehicle accessory parameters 
from the user device to the receiver module. (Pages 1-2, paragraph 18; Page 2, 
paragraph 26) 

4. Claims 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ross 
et al (US 2004/0044454) and Kominami et al (US 6,785,595) in view of Stouffer (US 
2004/0130439.) Ross et al and Kominami et al, whose invention was discussed above, 
fails to mention the configuration data for the vehicle being audio data, which the 
controller then compresses and the module adjusts a turn signal sound according to the 
data. Stouffer discloses an enhanced audio feedback for vehicle security systems. A 
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user is able to upload different compositions into the memory and the different 
compositions can be played over a sound system corresponding to different security 
system events. (Page 1, Paragraph 29) The compositions can be any aural sound, 
which Stouffer gives examples as songs from popular culture, bird call, Westminster 
Chime, etc. (Page 2, Paragraph 39) In Stouffer's invention, the compositions are 
uploaded to the memory by coupling the sound module with any external processor 
where it is inherent that the data would then be compressed (Page 2, paragraph 38), 
however, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to use the method and system disclosed by Ross et al to allow the music 
to be uploaded at a personal computer and then transmitted wirelessly to the telematics 
unit in the vehicle and then use that data to change the user preferences of the vehicle, 
such as the turn signal sounds in order to provide the user with their own personal 
preferences in the vehicle, as mentioned by Ross et al. This would allow the user to 
easily change their own preferences of the vehicle depending on which vehicle they 
were in. 

Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
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TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marie A. Weiskopf whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6288. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday between 7:00 
AM and 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Black can be reached on (571) 272-6956. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



